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(54) [Title of the Invention] DISPLAY DEVICE 



(57) [Abstract] 

[Object] To provide a display device which can be designed without any limit to size 
and capacity of a TFT for driving an organic EL element. 

[Solution] On an insulating substrate 2, a TFT provided with a source electrode 9 and a 
drain electrode 10, and an organic EL element which is formed by laminating an anode 
12 of Mo and ITO, which is connected to the source electrode 9 or the drain electrode 
10, a light-emitting element layer of an organic material, and a cathode 17 of ITO in 
sequence and which is driven by the TFT are provided, and a color filter 22 is provided 
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on the anode 12 side of the organic EL element. 
[Scope of Claim] 

[Claim 1] A display device characterized in that a TFT provided with a source and a 
drain is provided on a substrate, and an electroluminescence element which is formed 
by laminating an anode comprising an opaque conductive material, which is connected 
to the source or the drain, a light-emitting element layer, and a cathode comprising a 
transparent conductive material in sequence and which is driven by the thin film 
transistor is provided over the thin film transistor. 

[Claim 2] The display device according to claim 1, which is characterized in that a 
transparent substrate provided with a color element is arranged on the cathode side of 
the electroluminescence element, and the color element on the transparent substrate is a 
color filter layer or a color-converting fluorescent layer. 
[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Field of Application] The present invention relates to a display device 
provided with an electroluminescence (Electro Luminescence: hereinafter referred to as 
"EL") element and a thin film transistor (Thin Film Transistor: hereinafter referred to as 
"TFT') on a substrate. 
[0002] 

[Prior Art] Recently, a display device provided using an EL element has attracted 
attention as a display device instead of a CRT or a LCD. 

[0003] Fig. 3 is a sectional view of a conventional color display device provided with an 
EL element and a TFT. 

[0004] As shown in the figure, a TFT is formed, which is made by forming in sequence, 
a gate electrode 3, a gate insulating film 4, an active layer 5 provided with source region 
6 and drain region 7, an interlayer insulating film 8, a source electrode 9 and a drain 
electrode 10 connected to a source region 6 and a drain region 7 respectively, and a 
planarization insulating film 11, on an insulating substrate 2 made of glass, a synthetic 
resin, or the like. This TFT has the source electrode 9 connected to an anodel2 of an 
organic EL element, which comprises ITO (Indium Tin Oxide), and serves as a 
switching element of the organic EL element. 
[0005] The organic EL element is formed on this TFT. 

[0006] The organic EL element is formed by laminating the cathode 12 comprising a 
transparent conductive material such as ITO, which is connected to the source electrode 
of the TFT, a second hole transport layer 16 comprising MTDATA (4,4' - bis (3 - 
methylphenylphenylamino) biphenyl), a first hole transport layer 15 comprising TPD (4, 
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4', 4" - tris (3 - methylphenylphenylamino) triphenylanine), a light-emitting layer 14, an 
electron transport layer 13 comprising Bebq2 and a cathode 17 comprising a 
magnesium-indium alloy (Mgln) in this order. As described above, the respective layers 
13, 14, 15, and 16 comprise the organic compounds, and the organic EL element 
comprises the respective layers, the anode 12, and the cathode 17. 
[0007] It is inside the organic EL element that a hole injected from the anode 12 with an 
electron injected from the cathode 17 are recombined so that an organic molecule 
forming the light-emitting layer 14 is exited to generate an exciton. Light is emitted 
from the light-emitting layer 14 in the process of radiative deactivation of this exciton, 
and this light is emitted from the transparent anode 12 to the outside through the 
transparent insulating substrate" 2 (in the drawing, in the direction indicated by an 
arrow). 
[0008] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] However, in the above-mentioned structure of 
the conventional display device, since a light emission from the organic EL element has 
a direction to the insulating substrate 2 with the TFT, there has been a defect that 
emitted light is shielded by the TFT to decrease an aperture ration of the display device. 
[0009] In addition, with the conventional structure, since the TFT is required to be made 
smaller as much as possible to such a degree that a light emission is not shielded, size 
and performance of the TTT are also limited. 

[0010] Therefore, the present invention is accomplished in view of the above-mentioned 
conventional defects, and it is an object of the present invention to provide a display 
device where flexibility can be increased to determine size and driving performance of a 
TFT for driving an EL element in addition to improving an aperture ration of a display 
pixel 
[0011] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] A display device according the present invention is 
provided with a TFT on a substrate, which is provided with a source and a drain, and an 
electroluminescence element over the thin film transistor, which is formed by 
laminating an anode comprising an opaque conductive material, which is connected to 
the source or the drain, a light-emitting element layer, and a cathode comprising a 
transparent conductive material in sequence and which is driven by the thin film 
transistor. 

[0012] Further, a transparent substrate provided with a color element is arranged on the 
cathode side of the electroluminescence element, and the color element on the 
transparent substrate is a color filter layer or a color-converting fluorescent layer. 
[0013] 
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[Embodiment Mode of the Present Invention]<First Embodiment Mode> A display 
device according to the present invention is described below. 

[0014] Fig. 1 is First Embodiment Mode, which is a sectional view of a display device 
provided with a color filter as a color element. 

[0015] Each display pixel 1 is formed by laminating a TFT and an organic EL element 
on an insulating substrate 2 such as an insulating substrate comprising glass, a synthetic 
resin or the like, a conductive substrate that has an insulating surface by depositing a 
SiN film, a SiOz film, or the like that is an insulating thin film, or a semiconductor 
substrate, and each display pixel is arranged in a matrix shape to form a color display 
panel. The insulating substrate 2 can be either transparent or opaque. 
As shown in Fig. 1, the TFT is a so-called a bottom gate TFT where a gate electrode 3 is 
provided below a gate insulating film 4, and has the same structure as the conventional 
structure using a polycrystalline silicon film as an active layer. Therefore, a 
description is omitted. 

[0016] A source electrode 9 of the TFT is connected to an anode 12 of the organic EL 
element. 

[0017] The anode 12 comprises molybdenum (Mo) 12* that is an opaque conductive 
material formed on a planarization insulating film 11 and a surface including a contact 
hall provided in this planarization insulating film 11, FTO is deposited thereon. The Mo 
and ITO may have the same shape. The Mo is provided to reflect light generated in a 
light-emitting layer and emit light efficiently. The opaque conductive material is not 
limited to Mo, and may be a metal such as aluminum (Al) or silver (Ag). The ITO 
with a large work function is deposited thereon to emit light efficiently from a 
light-emitting element layer in combination with Mo. 

[0018] The organic EL element is formed by laminating the light-emitting element layer 
comprising an electron transport layer 13 comprising Bebq2, a light-emitting layer 14, a 
first hole transport layer 15 comprising TPD (4, 4' ,4" - tris (3 - 
methylphenylphenylamino) triphenylanine), a second hole transport layer 16 comprising 
MTDATA (4, 4' - bis (3 - methylphenylphenylamino) biphenyl), a buffer layer 25 
comprising a material that has a high work function, such as an alkaline metal such as 
lithium or sodium, potassium, an alkaline-earth metal such as calcium or magnesium, or 
fluorine compounds of these metals, which are laminated in this order, between the 
anode 12 connected to the source electrode 9 and the cathode 17 comprising a 
transparent conductive film such as ITO. 

[0019] Light emitted from the organic EL element is emitted through the transparent 
cathode 17 to the outside (in the figure, upward on the paper), in other words, which is 
emitted to the side where the TFT does not exist. The cathode 17 is a common electrode, 



4 



and the light emitting layer 14, the electron transport layer 13, the respective hole 
transport layer 15 and 16, and the buffer layer 25 are insulated by an insulating layer 18 
between the respective adjacent display pixels 1. 

[0020] In the display panel of the organic EL display device, a color filter 22 is provided 
as a color element. 

[0021] As shown in Fig 1, the color filter 22 provided with red (R), green (G), and blue 
(B) on a transparent insulating substrate 21 such as a transparent film or a glass 
substrate on the side of cathode 17. 

[0022] This color filter 22 has a periphery bonded with an adhesive sealing agent to be 
fix on the side of the cathode 17 of the organic EL element. The color filter 22 each 
color is provided to correspond to the display pixel 1 comprising the TFT and the 
organic EL element. A black matrix (BM) 23 that shields light may be provided between 
the respective colors. 

[0023] Light from the light-emitting layer of the organic EL element is emitted through 
the color filter 22 to show each color in the direction of the arrow in the figure. 
[0024] Here, a luminescent material of the light-emitting layer of the organic EL 
element will be described. 

[0025] The luminescent material of the light-emitting layer 14 of the organic EL 
element is selected to correspond to the color element provided on the organic EL 
element. In other words, in the case of using a color filter provided with R, G, and B 
like the present embodiment mode, white light is used as light emitted from the organic 
EL element. 

[0026] An emission of white light can be realized by using a ZnBTZ complex or a 
laminate of TPD (aromatic diamine) / p-EtTAZ (1, 2, 4 - triazole derivative) / Alq 
("Alq" means being partially doped with Nile Red that is a red light-emitting pigment) 
as a material of the light-emitting layer 14. 

[0027] In this way, since light can be emitted from the substrate 21 side provided with 
the color filter 22 in this way, the light is not shielded by the TFT. Therefore, 
flexibility can be increased to determine size and driving performance of the TFT for 
driving the EL element while it becomes possible to design an aperture ratio of the 
display pixel to a maximum. 

[0028] In addition, since the aperture ratio can be improved, it becomes unnecessary to 
increase a current density to obtain a bright display so that the organic EL element is 
allowed to have a longer life. 

[0029] Further, the luminescent material to be used as the light-emitting layer of the 
organic EL element may use only a white luminescent material in the case of the present 
embodiment mode, and a color filter comprising three colors of R, Q and B is arranged 
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on the transparent substrate 21 just to bond a surface where the color filter is formed 
with the cathode side of the organic EL element. Therefore, a process can be highly 
simplified as compared to forming materials of three kinds of light-emitting layers 
within an organic EL element in a conventional way in order to emit light in three 
primary colors. 

[0030] Moreover, since emitted light is emitted from the color filter side provided on the 
side of the cathode as a color of the display pixel, an area from which a color is emitted 
is enlarged more than in the case of being emitted from the TFT substrate side in a 
conventional way so that a bright and clear color display can be obtained. <Second 
Embodiment Mode> Fig. 2 is a sectional view of a display device in the case of using a 
color-converting fluorescent layer as a color element. 

[0031] As shown in the drawing, there are different points from First Embodiment 
Mode that a color-converting fluorescent layer 24 is formed on a transparent substrate 
21 instead of the color filter 22 and a blue luminescent material is used as an example of 
a material of a light-emitting layer 14. 

[0032] Organic materials are deposited on the transparent substrate 21 such as a glass 
substrate by evaporation to form the color-converting fluorescent layer 24. Then, the 
transparent substrate 21 is bonded on a cathode 17. The case of the color-converting 
fluorescent layer 24 and a blue luminescent material as the light-emitting layer of an 
organic EL element will be described below. 

[0033] The color-converting fluorescent layer 24 has a function of converting a color of 
irradiated colored light into another color. Therefore, in case of using a blue luminescent 
material for the light-emitting layer 14 to obtain three primary colors of R, G and B 
from the color display device, it is required to use a material by which the blue color is 
converted into a red color or a green color to form the color-converting fluorescent layer 
24. 

[0034] In case of converting blue light emitted from the light emitting layer 14 of the 
organic EL element into red light, 4 - (dicyanomethylene) - 2 - methyl - 6 - (p - 
dimethylaminostyryl) - 4H - pyran (DCM) or the like is used to form the light-emitting 
layer so that red color can be emitted from a display pixel. 

[0035] Next, 2, 3, 5, 6 - 1H, 4H - tetrahydro - 8 - triflunnethylequolzino (9, 9a, 1 - gh) 
coumarin or the like is used to form a material that changes blue light emitted from the 
light-emitting layer 14 of the organic EL element into green light. Then, green light 
can be emitted from a display pixel. 

[0036] In addition, for a display pixel where blue light is emitted from the light-emitting 
layer 14 of the organic EL element, a blue-light conversion layer may be provided in 
order to enhance color purity. In that case, the following blue luminescent material, for 
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example is formed. 

[0037] Further, as the blue-light conversion layer, oxadiazole (OXD), an 
azomethine-zinc complex (AZM), and an Al-quinoline mixed ligand complex + 
perylene, or the like is used as the blue-light conversion layer. 

[0038] In this way, the luminescent material to be used as the light-emitting layer of the 
organic EL element may use only a blue luminescent material in the case of the present 
embodiment mode, and only a layer of each of three kinds of color-converting 
fluorescent materials is formed on the transparent substrate 21. Therefore, a process can 
be highly simplified as compared to forming materials of three kinds of light-emitting 
layers within an organic EL element in a conventional way in order to emit light in three 
primary colors. 

[0039] In the present embodiment, the case where blue light emitted from the 
light-emitting layer 14 is described. However, the present invention is not limited 
thereto, and light from the light-emitting layer 14 may be red or blue. In that case, a 
color-converting florescent layer comprising materials that convert a red color into a 
blue color and a green color in the case of a light-emitting layer that emits red light 
while a color-converting florescent layer comprising materials that convert a green color 
into a red color and a blue color in the case of a light-emitting layer that emits green 
light. 

[0040] In this way, since light can be emitted from the substrate 21 side provided with 
the color-converting fluorescent layer 22 in this way, the light is not shielded by the TFT. 
Therefore, flexibility can be increased to determine size and driving performance of the 
TFT while it becomes possible to design an aperture ratio of the display pixel to a 
maximum. 

[0041] In addition, since the aperture ratio can be improved, it becomes unnecessary to 
increase a current density to obtain a bright display so that the organic EL element is 
allowed to have a longer life. 

[0042] Moreover, also in the present embodiment mode, since emitted light is emitted 
from the color-converting fluorescent layer side provided on the anode, an area from 
which a color is emitted is enlarged more than in the case of being emitted from the TFT 
substrate side in a conventional way so that a bright and clear color display can be 
obtained. 

[0043] In each of the embodiment modes described above, the case of using a 
color-changing florescent layer or a color filter as a color element is shown. However, 
a color filter or a color-converting fluorescent layer or is unnecessary in the case where 
no color display is needed. 

[0044] Further, in each of the embodiment modes described above, the bottom-gate 
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structure is described as for a structure of the TFT. However, the present invention is 
not limited thereto, and it is possible to be a so-called a top-gate type that has a gate 
electrode provided over an active layer. 
[0045] 

[Effects of the invention] According to a display device of the present invention, emitted 
light is not shielded by a TFT so that an aperture ratio is not decreased since a light 
emission from an organic EL element has a direction to a transparent insulating 
substrate side where the TFT is not provided. 

[0046] In addition, since emitted light is not shielded by the TFT, it is possible to make 
to size and performance of the TFT to a maximum. 

[0047] Further, since an aperture ratio can be increased, it becomes unnecessary to 
increase a current density to obtain a bright display so that the organic EL element is 
allowed to have a longer life. 

[0048] Moreover, since emitted light is emitted from a color element side provided on 
the anode, a color area is enlarged more than in the case of being emitted from the TFT 
substrate side in a conventional way so that a bright and clear color display can be 
obtained. 

[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

Fig.l is a sectional view showing First Embodiment Mode of a display device of the 
present invention. 

Fig.2 is a sectional view showing Second Embodiment Mode of a display device of the 
present invention. 

Fig.3 is a sectional view of a conventional display device. 

[Description of the Reference Symbols] 

2 substrate 

12 anode 

14 light emitting layer 

17 cathode 

22 color filter 

24 color-converting fluorescent layer 
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